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Board  sends  '04  budget  to  messengers 


extremely  challen^g  for 
many  state  conventions.  The 
Baptist  State  Convention  of 
The  Mississippi  B^tist  North  Carolina  recently 
Convention  Board  (MBC^  on  announced  a  budget  shortfaU 
August  26  voted  unanimously  of  seven  percent  and  personnel 
to  submit  a  proposed  2004  cutbacks  that  will  amoimt  to 
Mississippi  Cooperative  20%  of  all  budgeted  positions. 
Program  (CP)  bucfget  of  The  Baptist  G^ral  Ccmven- 
$30^^/971  for  the  considera-  tion  of  Texas  and  the  Missouri 
tion  of  messengers  attending  Baptist  Convmtion  are  more 
the  Mississippi  B^tist  Con-  th^  10%  behind  budget,  witii 
vention  (MBQ  on  October  29-  the  Tennessee  Baptist  Conven- 
30  at  First  Church,  Jackson.  tion  nearing  the  10®/o  mark. 
The  proposed  budget,  which  according  to  Wingfield's  report, 
was  also  passed  eeirfier  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven- 
day  by  the  board's  executive  tion  entities  have  also  suffered 
committee  and  is  reprinted  on  throu^  budget  cuts  and  per- 
page  four  of  this  issue,  rgire-  sonn^  reductions  this  year, 
^nts  a  2.34%  reduction  from  including  the  Intemahonal 
the  board's  record  2003  budget  Mission  ^ard  in  Richmond, 
of  $31,592,787.  Va.,  and  the  North  American 

Bobby  Kirk,  chairman  of  tiie  Mission  Board  in  Atlanta, 
board's  budget  committee  and  a  In  other  business,  the  execu- 
member  of  Koimdaway  Church  five  committee  approved  the 
in  Mid-Delta  Association,  said  redirection  of  subtly  more 
the  2004  budget  reduction  is  than  $21,000  from  the  Church 
bas«^Uit  'flW^best  available  r  Revitalization  Stu^  Commit- 
analyses  of  giving  patterns  and  tee  to  the  new  Church  and 
the  overall  conmtions  of  the  Community  Impact  Depart- 
Mississippi  and  U5.  ecMiomies.  ment,  which  sprang  from  die 
As  of  me  first  of  September,  conunittee's  final  iwort.  The 
the  2003  Mississippi  CP  budget  committee  completed  its  work 
was  below  needs  by  4.29%,  due  late  last  year  and  disbanded, 
to  a  2.52®/o  drop  in  giving  when  Barri  A.  Siirley,  MBCB  assoa- 
compared  to  the  previous  year,  ate  executive  director  for 
Some  economic  experts  and  resource  services,  reported  to  the 
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A  distant  memory 

fte  horrific  event  fiiat  burned  die 
numerals  9/11  into  our  minds  forev¬ 
er  is  now  two  years  distant  At  least 


_ _ _  _  ^  How 

it  should  be  burned  into  our  mint^  ioKvet,  many  fewet  people  know 

what  actions  to  take  for 
ea^  direat  level? 

Even  more  troubling  are 
that  indicate 
Americans  are  less  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  general 
security  of  the  nation  than 
not  much  at  any  time  since  before  the 
t  from  die  9/11  attacks.  While  no  one 
wants  to  give  up  constitu¬ 
tionally-guaranteed  civil 
liberties,  we  should  all 
realize  that  heightened 
securi^  in  the  wake  of  past 

ist  attacks  will  involve 
some  inconvenience  on  our 
part.  Sometimes  we'll  have 
mismatched  to  take  off  our  shoes  at  the 
birth  dates  on  Social  Security  forms,  airport  and  allow  our  fert 
no  official  seals  on  birdi  certificates  to  be  inspected.  It's  no  big 
—  and  handed  the  fakes  back  to  the  deal.  Re^y. 
erstwhile  applicants.  The  investiga-  If  America  is  to  survive 
tors  left,  corrected  die  mistakes  on  —  not  to  mention  western 
die  fakes,  returned,  and  obtained  civilization  —  we'd  better 
licenses  the  same  day.  start  getting  serious.  CXir 

hi  what  must  have  looked  like  a  enemies  have  designs  on 
bad  comedy  skit,  one  of  die  under-  acouiring  biological,  chem- 
cover  investigators  ofiered  to  take  a  icai,  ancT  nuclear  weapons 
vision  test  that  had  been  inadvertently  foiled  of  mass  destruction,  ^d 
by  anodier  undercover  investigator.  When  they  are  perfectly  willing 
die  second  agent  passed  die  test,  he  stepped  to  use  those  weapons  on 
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unless  we  want  to  revisit  die  same  trauma 
delivered  a  thousand  different  ways  hy  peo¬ 
ple  who  seek  to  destroy  our  way  of  lire  and 
—  more  importandy  —  wipe  Christianity  surveys 
from  die  face  of  die  eardi.  * 

In  the  two  years  since  die  United  States 
suffered  its  first  and  wmst  foreign  attack  cm 
home  soil  since  the  War  of  181! 
has  charged.  A  just-released  rro 
federal  General  Accountii^  Of 

Idle  investigative  arm  of  d^  U.S. 

Congress,  revealed  that  investigators 
diat  agency  were  able  to  obtain 
driver's  licenses  in  seven  states  and 
die  District  of  Columbia  every  single  and  planned  future  terror 
time  diey  used  foked  documentation. 

In  some  cases,  driver's  licen^ 
personnel  pointed  out  the  flaws  in 
me  documentation  —  1.1 — 1 
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men,  women,  anci  children  who  don't  we  don't  want  that  to  hajmen  again,  we're 
share  their  radical  religious  views.  going  to  have  to  resist  the  rismg  tide  of 

We  better  get  serious  abbut  protecting  fonaticism  wherever  it  threatens  our  way 
ourselves  and  our  way  of  life  because  west-  of  life  with  all  our  resources, 
em  civilization  has  been  die  bulwark  of  The  most  powerful  among  the  many 
Christianity  for  a  long  time.  If  folamist  ter-  resources  we  have  at  our  disposal  is 
rorists  are  able  to  topple  the  liberal  democ-  prayer.  Let  us  pray  for  the  deliverance  of 
rades  of  western  civilization,  the  Christian  •  every  soul  of  earth,  even  the  souls  of  our 
faidi  will  lose  its  strongest  defenders.  enemies  and  those  who  would  do  us 

Isn't  that  really  the  goal  of  Islamist  harm.  Let  us  humble  ourselves  and  pray 
extremists?  TTiere's  all  me  noble  talk  of  for  our  deliverance  as  we  face  these 
driving  the  infidels  from  Palestine  and  madmen.  May  even  our  bitterest  ene- 
forcing  the  Americans  from  Muslim  mies  see  Christ  reflected  in  us.  We  so 
lands,  out  at  the  core  is  a  literal  cam-  ve^  much  need  God  at  this  crucial  time, 
paign  to  destroy  Christianity.  If  9/11  taught  us  anydiing,  we  should 

Of  course,  they  won't  succeed.  In  2,000  now  understand  die  enemy,  the  threat  they 
years,  no  one  has  succeeded  —  but  a  few  pose,  and  the  consequences  should  they 
madmen  have  come  frighteningly  close.  If  succeed.  He  who  forgets  history... 
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find  it  odd  that  so  many  news 
crews  are  present  but  so  little  is 
heard  about  this  eye^  It  rings 
to  mind  the  husTi-h^h  of  the 
persecutors  of  Our  Lord.  I  can¬ 
not  understand  why  the  lead- 


JImw  a  Great  Hall  with 
large,  heavy  walls 
at  eadi  ena.  There  were 
200-300  people  gathered  at  die 
front  on  a  stone  patio  or  porch. 
Some  came  and  went  ana  some 
di^'t  leave.  Looking  dirough 
the  front  glass,  where  barri¬ 
cades  wereplac^  and  law  offi¬ 
cers  stood,  Isaw  a  granite  stone 
about  th^  feet  square  and 
about  diree  feet  high.  Inscribed 
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The  view  from  Montgomery 
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Students  FiSHING  for  friends,  classmates 


SAN  DIEGO  (BP)  —  Yfiih  student-run  Bible  clubs  plan 
his  bleached  hair  and  athletic  meeti^s.  One  of  the  %lid 
build,  high  sdiool  sophomore  Rock  Cmb's  goals  is  to  provide 
Curtis  Duncan  looks  like  he'd  fellowship  for  Christians  on  the 
be  more  comfortable  surfing  2,400-student  public  school 
than  talking  about  Jesus  at  campus.  Stephanie  Kiper,  the 
school  —  and  he'll  admit  his  club's  co-president,  says  she's 
nerves  are  jangled  because  he's  personally  benefited  from  the 

about  to  snare  thei - 

Gospel  in  front  of 
80  of  his  fellow 
Mira  Mesa  High 
School  students. 

Curtis  has  never  P 
done  anything  like 
diis  before  but  here 
he  is,  antsy,  pacing 
and  forth, 
choking  down  a 
piece  of  pizza  before 
ne  speaks  at  the 
Solid  Rock  Christian 
Cub's  monddy  out- 

read!  meeting.  Mn 

got  Iv 

chosen,  but  it  was  ]  ' 

my  choice  to  do  it,  y'? 

with  a  nervous  (.':■< 

Ss  ’Tuesdrvs^.RE''DYTp  FiSH  -  FiSH  strategy 
Hiirino^  liinrh  at  thp  Dicgo  See  their  school  as  their  mission  field 
Sa^^ieS.  school  Dawn  Kobierski,  Arthur  Cachero,  Stephanie 
in  Mr.  vfn  nroiyo^cPhoto  by  Junior  Fangon  and  Marshall  Allen) 
geometry  classroom.  Today,  club  because  it  provides  her 
partially  lured  by  20  large  with  ^iritual  accovmtability. 
pizzas  and  invitations  from  "When  I  was  in  junior  high  I 
club  members,  the  room  is  really  didn't  know  any 

packed  with  students  who  Christians,"  she  says.  "[At  Solid 

enjoy  a  frenetic  lunch,  then  Rock],  I  met  more  Christians 
look  keenly  ^t  Curtis.  who  helped  keep  me  in  check.  I 

The  ^ud  Rock  Christian  am  more  aware  that  I'm  with 
Club  has  beoi  meeting  at  Mira  other  Christians  and  fhat  I  need 
Mesa  for  more  than  15  years  to  get  dght  \yith  God." 
but  in  the  past  year,  club  lead-  The  club's  mission  also 
ers  say  they'ye  seen  God  work  includes  evangelism,  especially 
like  never  before.  Van  Grove,  as  its  influence  grows  and  it 
the  club's  Mx>nsor,  says  he's  gets  more  noticed  cm  campus, 
never  seen  kids  so  boldly  view  Last  year's  co-president.  Dawn 
their  campus  as  a  mission  field.  Kobierski,  recounts  tiiat  at  first 
The  student  leaciers  attribute  the  Solid  Rocic  Christian  Club 
the  growtii  of  tiveir  club  to  Gcxi  was  flying  under  the  radar  at 
—  and  to  FiSH.  Not  the  scaly,  Mira  Mesa.  It  was  so  unknown, 
gilled,  swimming  kind  of  fish.  Dawn  says,  that  pec^le  thought 
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President  Bill  Clinton  agrees  to  meet  with  two  Southern  Baptist  lead¬ 
ers  in  the  White  House.  Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  President  Ed 
Young  and  SBC  Executive  Committee  President  Morris  Chapman  will 
meet  with  the  president  for  at  least  a  half-hour. 


Mississippi  Baptists  are  "right  on  target”  in  meeting  budget  estimates 
for  gifts  to  the  Cooperative  Program  in  1983,  according  to  Earl  Kelly, 
executive  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board.  August  gifts  were  41.6%  higher  than  the  previous  year. 


Wayne  Coleman,  serving  as  interim  pastor  of  First  Church,  Natchez,  dur¬ 
ing  the  illness  of  Pastor  W.  A.  Sullivan,  is  called  as  p)astor  after  Sullivan’s 
death.  Sullivan  had  pastured  the  Natchez  church  for  25  years. 
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Proposed  2004  Cooperative  Program  Budget 


2003 

2004 

Baroant 

DoBar 

Paicam 

Bndgaft 

of  Total 

Incr/Doer 

Iner/Dacr 

SoHllMni  ConvMrtloii 

SoulfHm  B^Mit  CBtMnHon  Budgit  Formula: 

SBCOparaBno 

366/t76 

357,918 

146% 

(8458) 

(244%) 

IiMmaBonil  Mtolon  Board 

5,528,738 

5,399,620 

1740% 

(129,118) 

(244%) 

IWm  MnSICWi  nBMfi  DOVO 

2,521,104 

2,462,227 

7.98% 

(58477) 

(244%) 

Aiawlly  Board 

85,301 

8334 

047% 

(1493) 

(244%) 

90U  MnraMi 

231«574 

2^35,721 

747% 

(554S3) 

(2.34%) 

EiJlCi  «  MKBOUi  LMny  uOmmMMn 

164,282 

IMiii  1 

tSB 

11,087,478 

1  8840%  1 

tmi  ■!  ii 

Meral 

Sharad  llaaponafcllMaB  -MBC  Matehhio  Porthm 

980X100 

\  3X»%  1 

1284641 

_ (2.91%) 

Total 

BBOXMM 

wmi  ii 

Ml  II  !■  il 

MlaalaaIppI  laaMatloiw  and  AQandaa 

B^XlK  CniaWl  VM00 

515X)42 

515XM2 

147% 

0 

0.00% 

Board  of  MhMartal  Bducadoo 

389,560 

380/444 

143% 

(9,116) 

(244%) 

QwMan  Action  Commaaon 

315,825 

306/435 

1.00% 

(7490) 

(244%) 

uwMi  Boucnon 

5,374,847 

5,249X176 

1741% 

(125,771) 

(244%) 

CMMan  EducaBon  CaiM  Naadi 

682,248 

666,283 

2.16% 

(15465) 

(244%) 

HMorlcal  CommlMlon 

61,773 

60428 

040% 

(1,445) 

(244%) 

nHHHippi  PUJUK  rouncHOon 

417,314 

407449 

1.32% 

(9,765) 

(244%) 

MtariHippI  Biptiit  Hdrith 

BHdft  Memorial  Hadth  Svsteme  f  1/3  owned  bv  MS) 

Total 

!  4  '>'.  1 

8448% 

MM  >  1  1  il 

MtALftJI 

Mlninlppl  lapMatComrantion  Board 

Baptat  Baoord 

654,172 

662,762 

2.15% 

8490 

1.31% 

Church  li  Oarnrnunlty  Irnpact 

0 

178487 

046% 

178487 

- 

Church  Growth 

389,407 

215488 

0.70% 

(173,719) 

(4441%) 

Church  Mudc 

^431,124 

451460 

1.46% 

20,136 

447% 

Church  Marflng 

673,899 

571,111 

145% 

(102,788) 

(1545%) 

ChiiTh  lartatar  Rdadoni 

270,218 

275,431 

049% 

5413 

1.93% 

CoBagtata  Mbtaby 

1,612,654 

1439481 

542% 

>  27427 

149% 

Oommumcadon  SardoM 

487,409 

417,196 

1.35% 

(70411) 

(14.40%) 

CornfRaer  MormaBon  Sarvloes 

339,964 

321,106 

1.04% 

(18456) 

(545%) 

Conwertfon  Bi  CorwarMon  OommNtaes 

1053S0 

101400 

043% 

(4450) 

(4X0%) 

Dadftadilp  li  Fnidy  Mbiliby 

685497 

242% 

2,975 

0.44% 

BMVIQritaRI 

240,171 

215498 

0.70% 

(24473) 

(iail%) 

BracuBva  AdmMamBon 

437,506 

434424 

1.41% 

(2484) 

(046%) 

GuMhorataaanbly 

523,596 

490492 

142% 

(24404) 

(4.70%) 

nvfv  nwwy 

533,755 

545493 

1.77% 

11,738 

2.20% 

Maaora  MoBBiaHon 

4S0X)00 

450400 

1.46% 

0 

0X)0% 

MaaomSbatagy 

543,144 

518423 

148% 

(24421) 

(447%) 

Fataor/LiadaiaBp  Davalopmeie 

299,242 

292464 

0.95% 

(6478) 

(2.10%) 

RtaouroaSandoae/Aoct  a  Pan.  SarvIceVAnnulty 

715,688 

719,486 

243% 

3,798 

043% 

StawanaNp 

222,788 

-  213418 

049% 

(8470) 

(4X0%) 

SuntaySchoa 

593,274 

615493 

1.99% 

22419 

3.71% 

Synargaad  Matfonaapa  /  Taama 

100,800 

115400 

047% 

14400 

14X0% 

fVQmVTS  WBOliVy  UnKII 

827,110 

825424 

248% 

(1,194) 

(0.14%) 

YouBiWaalci 

64,400 

.51,400 

0.17% 

(13400) 

(20.19%) 

CnUtaNaadi 

600j00O 

500X100 

fiooxxxn 

Mil  ■  1 

Total 

■i  Tl'.! 

MM"  il 

Ml  1  li 

■■■■■ 

BaB84.B71 

1  100b00% 

1  (7B74im 

Hrrrr!!Si 

Chalanga  Portion  Parcantages: 

ChraBan  Educadon 

50% 

Intar'iwBoral  Maaons 

25% 

Naw  Church  Starts  In  NS 

25% 
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NAME  joins  states  in  cutting  budget,  jobs 


ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP)  —  The  North 
American  Mission  Board  (NAMB)  pro¬ 
pped  budget  for  2004  will  be  six  percent 
less  than  the  oirrent  year's  budget,  forcing 
the  board  to  reduce  staff  and  pro^am  sujp- 
port.  The  proposed  budget  elimuiates  M 
positions,  seven  of  which  are  currently 
nlled  by  emplojyees  who  will  not  be 
offered  other  positions  or  retirement. 

Several  Southern  Baptist  state  conven¬ 
tions  have  announced  similar  cutbacks 
including  staff  layoffe  over  the  past  few 
months,  including  the  Baptist  State 
Convention  of  hforth  Carolina  which 
announced  Au^.  26  it  was  cutting  20%  of 
budgeted  positions.  The  International 
Misuon  Board  in  June  eliminated  61  fuU- 
and  part-time  positions  affecting  37 


employees.  The  stated  reasons  in  most 
cases  were  higher  expenses  and  flat  or 
declining  mission  offenngs. 

"These  have  been  the  most  difficult  deci¬ 
sions  we've  had  to  make  during  NAMB's 
six  years  of  existence,"  said  NAMB 
President  Robert  E.  "Bob"  Reccord,  who 
met  with  employees  on  Aug.  28  at  NAMB's 
headquarters  in  Alpharetta,  Ga. 

The  proposed  budget  will  be  mailed  to 
NAMB  trustees  in  early  September. 
Trustees  will  consider  the  oudg^  during 
their  regular  board  meeting  8. 

Reccord  said  based  im  gdving  history 
and  trends,  NAMB's  finandal  team  pro¬ 
jects  foe  board's  income  next  year  will  be 
$7.2  million  less  than  foe  200^  budget  — 
nearly  a  six  percent  decrease. 
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Randy  Singer,  NAMB  executive  vice 
president,  explained  that  although  income 
from  the  Cooperative  Program  and  Armie 
Armstrong  Easter  Offering,  which  com¬ 
prise  more  foan  75%  of  NAMB's  income, 
nave  increased  incrementally  over  foe  past 
several  years,  those  increases  have  barely 
kept  paa  wifo  inflation. 

"We're  so  foankful  for  the  Cooperative 
Program  and  the  Annie  Armstrong  Ofiering, 
but,  when  adjusted  for  inflation,  TOfo  have 
been  virtually  flat  several  years  which 
means  foe  purchasing  power  nas  remained 
foe  same  during  foat  time,"  Singer  said. 

"Due  primarily  to  the  impact  of  the  slug¬ 
gish  economy  on  our  investment  income, 
NAMB  has  not  reached  income  projections 
four  of  foe  last  five  years,"  he  said. 
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estaments  for  military 


All  editions  feature  the  Holman 
Christian  Standard  Bible  translation, 
the  plan  of  salvation,  the  Pledge  of 
Allegiance,  lyrics  to  patriotic  songs 
like  "America  the  Beautiful"  and 
prayers  and  quotations  from  U.S. 
presidents  racing  fromr  George 
Washington  to  C^rge  W.  Bush. 

Each  branch-specific  edition  will 
contain  its  own  unique  content  as 
well.  King  said.  For  example,  the  Air 
Force  version  includes  the  testimony 
of  late  actor  Jimmy  Stewart,  who 
served  during  World  War  II  and  a 

grayer  from  World  War  I  hero  Eddie 
icKenbacker.  The  Marine  version 
includes  distinct  prayers  and  hymns 
as  well  as  testimomal  from  m^y 
decorated  officers  such  as  Lt.  Col. 
Oliver  North,  who  is  also  a  best  sell¬ 
ing  B&H  author. 

B&H  began  developing  the  new 
HCSB  translation  in  me  mid  1990s. 
Part  of  a  seven-year,  $10  million  pro¬ 
ject,  the  entire  translation  (Old  and 
New  Testaments)  will  be  completed 
this  year,  though  it  won't  be  released  to 
the  public  imtu  spring  2004.  However, 
as  a  way  to  introduce  the  Bible  to 
Southern  Baptists,  LifeWay  is  using  it 
in  Stmday  Swool  curriculum  this  fall. 

Established  in  1738,  LifeWay's 
Holman  Bible  Publishers  division  is 
also  the  largest  publisher  of  Spanish- 
language  Bibles  in  the  United  States. 


The  Baptist  Record 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  They 
ave  their  own  uniforms.  They  have 
leir  own  songs.  They  even  have  their 
wn  heroes.  Now  Broadman  & 
lolman  (B&H)  is  offering  tiiem  their 
wn  Bibles. 

B&H,  the  trade  book  and  Bible 
ublishing  division  of  LifeWay 
Christian  Resources,  has  released  the 
lolman  Christian  Standard  Bible 
HCSB)  Military  New  Testament  witii 
*salms  and  Proverbs. 

The  Bible,  available  in  four  editions 
-  one  for  each  branch  of  the  armed 
orces  —  will  be  staniped  with  the 
ifficial  seal  of  tiie  U.S.  Army,  U.S. 
«Iavy,  U.  S.  Air  Force  or  U.S.  Marines, 
aid  Wcky  King,  B&H  product  devel¬ 
opment  manager. 

"As  the  oldest  Bible  publisher  in 
^erica,  we  have  been  a  longtime 
teneficiary  of  the  sacrifices  of  many 
tien  and  women  who  pledged  to 
mard  and  protect  our  coimtry^s  free- 
lorn,"  King  said.  "We  want  to  honor 
hose  in  our  armed  services  in  a  way 
hat  will  strengthen  their  faith  and 
iring  lasting  hope  and  encourage- 
nent  to  them  and  their  families." 

The  HCSB  MiUtary  New  Testament 
vith  Psalms  and  Proverbs  has  a  bond¬ 
'd  leather  cover  stamped  with  «m  offi- 
:ial  seal  of  the  Army,  Navy,  Air  Force 
)r  Marines,  he  said.  It  comes  in  a  gift 
)OX  specific  to  each  branch  of  service. 
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Beliefs  Make  a  Difference 

What  you  believe  does 
make  a  difference!  Beliefs 
shape  our  lives  -  short-term, 
long-term,  and  eternally.  The 
other  day  1  saw  a  tag  on  the 
front  of  a  pick-up  truck  that 
started  some  wheels  turning 


in  my  brain.  The  tag  said, 
"Everyone  needs  to  believe  in 
somefning...!  believe  I  will 
have  another  beer."  Now,  1 
didn't  get  to  meet  the  guy 
who  owned  the  truck  and  I 
refused  to  let  myself  specu¬ 
late  or  stereotype  what  ne  or 
she  might  be  like;  but  one 
thing  is  for  sure,  .whoever  it 
was  thought  they  had  foimd 
the  wonderful  answer  for  all 
of  life's  pertinent  problems 
and  had  laid  a  foundation 
from  which  they  could  solve 
all  of  life's  perplexities  — 
drink  another  oeer! 

Now,  the  person  who  put 
that  tag  on  the  truck  may  have 
just  been  trying  to  be  cute;  but, 
in  fact,  there  are  a  whole  range 
of  self-s«iRing,  "make-me- 
feel-good-for-the-moment," 
"drown-my-problems-in- 
some-solution,*  and  "let  me 
get  on  with  life  without  any 
worries,"  beliefs.  The  real 
problem  with  believing  in 
something  like  that  is  that  it 
holds  no  real  answers,  either 
short-term  or  long-term.  There 
has  got  to  be  something  better 
to  believe  in  and  there  is! 

As  you  consider  what  you 
are  gomg  to  believe  in,  let  me 
suggest  a  few  things  that  you 
mi^t  ought  to  weigh  heavily 
as  you  piac  your  belief  system, 
or  even  a  person  to  believe  in: 

One  thing  to  consider  is 
ethics.  Ethics  has  to  do  with 
right  and  wrong,  good  and 


Directi 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


bad,  and  whatever  you 
believe  in  ought  to  lead  to 
good.  Well,  tne  interesting 
flung  about  the  tag  on  that 
truck  is  that,  as  a  general  rule, 
over  the  long-haiu,  that  belief 
leads  to  one  bad  thing  after 
another:  the  dissipation  of 
life,  the  ruination  of  health, 
the  destruction  of  relation¬ 
ships,  the  possibilities  of  hurt¬ 
ing  someone  else,  and  on  and 
on  and  on  it  goes.  Hence,  the 
more  beer,  the  more  burdens! 

However,  biblical  belief  in 
a  God  who  sent  His  Son  to  die 
for  us  leads  to  one  step  after 
another  toward  life  beii^  bet¬ 
ter.  He  came  to  give  life  and 
to  give  it  more  abundantly. 
Now,  that  doesn't  mean  just 
more  days,  and  it  doesn't 
mean  just  enjoying  life  more. 
'It  means  life  in  its  oest  form  - 
life  in  a  good  way,  in  a  right 
way,  and  in  a  healthy  and 
jroductive  way.  Jesus  did  not 
ust  come  to  this  world  to 
>ring  us  an  ethical  system  of 
iving,  but  His  quality  of  liv¬ 
ing  leads  to  right,  ethical 
actions.  What  you  believe  in 
ought  to  do  that. 

A  second  consideration 
that  ought  to  be  given  is  to 
echoes.  Now,  what  I  mean 
when  I  say  echoes  is  referring 
mainly  to  your  children,  off¬ 
spring,  or  even  those  who  live 


within  the  circle  of  your  influ¬ 
ence.  Life  is  pretty  much 
built  that  way  in  what  you  do 
and  send  out  comes  back  to 
you  —  like,  yelling  into  a 
canyon  and  the  echoe  of  your 
own  voice  comes  bouncing 
back  toward  you.  What  you 
say  is  what  you  get! 

In  life,  the  belief  system  that 
you  believe  in  is  pretty  much 
the  belief  system  that  is  going 
to  be  picked  up  on  by  your 
children.  No  wonder  the 
writer  of  Proverbs  said,  "Train 
up  a  child  in  the  way  he 
should  go,  and  when  he  is  old, 
he  will  not  depart  from  it."  He 
is  instructing  us  to  live  the 
kind  of  life  tfet  we  want  to  see 
reproduced  in  our  children. 

It  is  rather  fascinating 
when  we  think  we  are  teach¬ 
ing  our  children  one  thing, 
while  they  are  picking  up  on 
our  belief  system  about  other 
things.  For  instance,  we  want 
to  encourage  them  to  excel 
and  do  well  at  school,  in 
sports,  or  in  the  development 
of  Aeir  talents,  and  then  we 
wonder  why  things  seem  to 
go  so  wrong  when  they  pick 
up  on  what  we  believed  about 
having  a  rotten  attitude  when 
we  don't  get  our  way;  or  why 
they  can't  nave  good  relation¬ 
ships  with  people  when  we 
believe  that  eve^one  is  trying 


to  take  advantage  of  us  and 
we  must  keep  our  guard  up 
and  demand  our  rights;  or, 
why  they  don't  seem  to  learn 
well  when  we  have  taught 
them  our  belief  system  is  mat 
the  most  important  thing  to 
do  is  to  take  advantage  of  the 
system  and  manipulate  peo¬ 
ple.  After  a  while,  we  hear  the 
echo  of  our  own  life.  We  are 
reminded  that  what  we  do  is 
important,  but  what  we 
believe  is  vital,  for  it  bleeds 
into  everything  we  do. 

The  last  consideration  I 
would  offer  you  to  think 
about  related  to  our  beliefs  is 
eternity.  CXir  beliefs  reach 
beyond  the  here  and  now  and 
the  momentary  feelings.  Like 
it  or  not,  or  believe  it  or  not, 
what  you  believe  directly 
determines  your  eternity. 
Probably  the  best  known 
verse  in  Scripture  is  John  3:16 
and  it  very  pointedly  and 
plainly  declares  our  eternity 
and  it  is  laced  to  our  beliefs  - 
"For  God  so  loved  the  world 
that  he  gave  his  only  begotten 
son  that  whosoever...  and 
there  is  the  word,  "believeth 
in  him  should  not  perish,  but 
have  everlasting  life." 

Beliefs  do  matter!  So,  what 
do  you  do  about  what  you 
believe?  Follow  the  directions 
of  the  Apostle  Paul  when  he 
declared,  "Believe  on  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  thou 
shalt  be  saved."  You  can 
believe  in  the  things  of  this 
world  and  put  your  belief  in 
those  things  that  will  only 
give  you  gain  momentarily, 
masking  the  issues  of  life;  or, 
you  can  find  your  belief 
anchored  in  someone  —  Jesus 
—  who  provides  for  not  only 
the  here  and  now,  but  forever. 


B&H  to  offer  New 


The  music  ministry  of  First 
Chuidv  Laurel,  pre^ts  Greg 
Buchamm,  harpist,  in  concert 
September  18  p.m.  Randy 

Jimmy 

Little,  minister  of  music,  invite 
I  ^  the  to 

[/  Admission  free.  An 
offering  will  be  taken. 

I^LVJM  East  Forest  Church, 
mlM  Forest,  will  hold  Bible 
mSW  Preaching  Conference 
■jifl  September  13.  Breakfast 
wul  be  served  at  8:30  a.m. 

PPP  and  die  conference  time  is 
9  p.m.  A  noon  meal 
will  be  served.  Frank 

,  Morgan  is  pasto.  <>iald  North  Carrollton  GA  Reci 

Waldrop,  Randolph,  will 

lead  music.  Preachers  will  wide  ministry  project  for  Nortti 
^,*4*^  be  called  on  from  ^  floor.  American  missionaries.  They 
'  A  All  are  welcome.  Formore  chose  Ella  McCarroU,  chaplain  at 
\  \  information,  call  Raivlall  Baylor  University  Medical  Center 

-'V  Creel  at  (601)  469^128.  in  Dallas,  Texas.  She —p^rr— 


in  attendance  Mark  Gregory,  Jim 
Alford,  Robert  Shirley,  and  cur¬ 
rent  pastor,  Paul  Brasnier. 

The  Favorite  Few  OTedal  edu¬ 
cation  Sunday  Schocd  Class  qxxv 
sored  by  Hist  Chuidv  McComb, 
reoentfy  partidpated  in  a  week 
long.  Bible  School  Retired  local 
pa^OT,  B^  Lurvh  is  shown  with 
die  group  after  he  mesented  die 
rnomir^  clevotkrial  Pleasiiig  God 
by  Flelping  Others,  the  week's 


annual^^  given  to 
simportlhe  Baptist 
Chi&en's  Village  by 
giving  $2,760.93.  Ihe 
amount  included 
$82412  given^  the 
children  at  VBS  dur- 
ir^ '  dieir  weekly 
o&ring  and  their 
CoinVVar. 


Greg  Buchanan 


October  3-4.  The  conference  Ricks,  (back)  Jade 
begins  Friday  at  a.m.  and  Wrenn,  Morgan 
lasts  through  Saturday  at  dark,  Katie  Rides, 
norm.  Registration  is  required.  Taylor  ftower, 

For  more  information,  contact  Asnky  Barry.  Mission  Friends  of  Hrst  Church,  Gree 

Ian  Richardson,  State  CLM  ,  _ 

Director,  MBCB,  (601)  292-  The  GAs  of  Nmdi  CanoOton  ,  Friends  witii  Sharon  Neff,  WMU 
3378  or  1-800^748-1651.  Chuit^  CanoUton,  were  reoentiy  director,  and  Eva  Britton,  leader. 

hemored  with  a  Recognition 

Program.  They  received  patches  The  youth  of  Holly  Church, 
for  various  missions  projects  Corinttv  recxndy  had  a  weekei:^ 
throug^iout  the  year  and  charms  c)fwcjr8hm,felk)iw8hip,aridfunin 
with  naodets  for  conqileting  die  Jackson.  They  attendkl  die  youth 
required  World  Venture  lessons,  conference  and  enjoyed  a  water 
Pictured  (from  left,  front)  are  park.  Tony  Morrow  is  pastor. 
Taylor  Brower,  Laynee  Claire 
Marchant,  lind^  Ricks,  Maggto 
Lkwd,  Arm  Marie  Medairv  (b^) 

Rribin  Keds,  MBCB,  GA/Acteens 
Consultant  of  die  Mississippi 
WMU,  Katie  Ricks,  Jade  Wrem, 

Julia  Mcdellarv  Morgan  dark 
md  Ruth  Wcxxls,  leader  of  Nordi 
Carrollton  diu^  WMU.  GA 
leaders  are  Debbie  Clark  and 
Sissy  UoycL 

The  Missiem  Friends  of  Hist 
Church,  Greenville,  recendy 
mdiered  gifts  for  die  Edwina 
Robinson  Special  Day  Qfrering. 

Each  week  the  chudren  put 
money  in  their  piggy  banks  for 


The  lst-6di  grade  classes  of 
NoiA  CanoUton  Church, 
CamdHon,  recendy  paitic^ted 
in  Christmas  in  Augi^  a  nation- 


GAs  of  North  Carrollton  Church,  Carrollton 


Iregoiy,  Alford,  Shiriey,  and  Biashier 


Youth  of  Holly  Church,  Corintfi 


Favorite  Few  of  First  Church,  McComb 


15-Passenger  Van  Safety 
is  Big  News  these  Days! 


Standing  Pine  Church  Deacon  Ordination,  Walnut  Grove 

Standing  Pine  Church,  Assodational  mission  trip  rep 
Walnut  Grove,  held  a  deacon  on  July  27  for  ttieir  faimful  s 
ordination  service  on'  Au^t  vice  fcv  coordinating  and  part 
17.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  ^n  pating  in 


Liberty  Church  Child  Dedication,  Toomsuba 

Director,  and  Hicks  with  his  I 
the  mission  wife,  Winona.  | 

field,  Ray  was 
the  youth 
minister 
Poplar 
Spring  Drive 
Church, 

Meridian. 

Pictured  are 
the  Hodgins 
with  their 
children. 


Mickey  &  Tammie  McLendon 


Johnson,  Jim  Bums,  pastor,  and  many  mission 
Bill  Greer.  trips.  Pictured 

(fi^  left)  are 

Liberty  Church,  Toomsuba,  Michael  W. 
recently  held  a  child  dedication  Gletm,  pastor, 
for  Gavin  Dewayne  Thomas  and  the 
and  Gracelyn  Elaine  Gibson.  Martins. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Donald 
and  Carol  TTiomas  with  Gavin,  IMB  mis- 
and  Josie  and  Michael  Gibson,  sionaiies,  Ray 
pastor,  wi^  Grade  and  Brady.  and  Cindy 
^  Hodgins, 

Antioch  Chuch,  Leakesville,  recently  fin- 
ordained  Mickey  McLendon  to  ished  lan- 
the  ministry  on  June  29.  guage  school 
Mclendon  serves  as  pastor  of  *at  the 

East  Salem  Church,  Greene.  University  of 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  his  wife  Costa  Rica. 
Tammie  and  McLendon.  The  couple  is 


Three  youth  from  Macedonia 
Chiuch,  r  etal,  have  sunender»l 


On  July  27,  J. 
.  Cubit  was 


hi  Hicks  was  plaque  by  Ben 
t  Ihonored  Prea^U,  p^tor  of 
J  August  17  by  Union  Church, 
IlHQ  u  i  n  c  y  Union  Church,  for 
Church,  his  service  to  die 
Monroe,  for  church  and  com- 
fifty  years  of  munity.  The  cxxa- 
It. Uamiit/  ^"ministry,  sicm  was  Cubit's 
“Family-  Picture^d  SSbirthday. 

(from  left)  are  Jim  Harrington, 

*  ’  ■  1  Missions 


J.W.  Cubit 


Assodational 


Jim  Harrington,  AMD;  Clark  and  ^^^ona  Hicks 


MiduidGiwiiwpMtorandDewyAPitMMfln 


BAPTll 


hMthe  whitioii-a  l^punogar 
mini-lmf  that  meels  Federal  nfefy  etandaida. 


PKRQLASt  ■ArrariKV  00. 

Mil  waon  PSIE  •  CHATWiOOOA, in  37415 


Mat  Woods,  Aaitm  Bolling,  and  Jason  Smith 


The  BAPTarr  Rbcord 


Hcudcs  Retreat  Brookhaven: 

Sept.  21-24;  Sunday,  6  p.in.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  pjn.;  Bill  Wr^t, 
^jealdng;  Dale  Heard,  mu^. 


( )i;i  i  I  \ u 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following 
prayer  with  God  in 
your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
deadi. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my 
relationship  with  you. 

(/  believe  Ut  Jesus.) 

A.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my 
Savior  and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those 
who  believe  in  his  name 
(John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Bolton,  Bolton:  Sept  21;  wor¬ 
ship,  11  a.in.;  a  covered  dish 
lundi  will  follow;  gospel  singii^ 
2  p  jn.;  Cliff  Nelsixi,  {^tor. 

Calvary,  Pascagoula:  Sept. 
14-17;  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  lunch 
will  follow,  and  6  p.m.;  M<m.- 
Wed.,  noon  and  7  p.m.;  Harold 
Carman,  evangelist;  Chris 
Turner,  First  Natchez,  music; 
Johrmy  Beaver,  pastor. 

Longview,  Pontotoc:  Sept. 
21;  12(^  aimiversary;  all  are 
welcome;  Johnny  Syk»,  pastor. 

Sandy  Hookf  Maritm:  Sept 
;  Sunday 


Chris  Lee,  worship  minister. 

Hillsboro,  Forest:  Sept  21-24; 
Sunday  11  am.  and  6  pjn.;  Moa- 
Wed.,  7  pjn.;  Brian  Kkhardson, 
CastWoods,  Flowood,  evange¬ 
list;  Danny  Harrison,  Forest 
mu^  Irene  Martin,  Forest,  piano; 
Doug  Pitts,  pastor 

Brewet  Richton:  Sept  14-19; 
7  p.m.  it^dy;  Soniw  Adkins, 
MdCB,  evangelist;  Bill  Ricks, 
stmgleader;  Km  Ball,  pastor. 

Unioit  Seminary:  Sept.  21; 
95th  aimiversary;  worship, 
10:30  a.m.;  Itmch  follow;  m 
are  welcome. 


14;  100m  anniversary;  Sunday 
School,  10  a.m-;  wor^p,  11  a.m; 
a  covered  dish  will  be  served  at 
noon;  new  focdlities  tours  will  fol¬ 
low;  Jerry  Passmore,  former  pas¬ 
tor,  speaking. 

Cairo,  Ecru:  Sept  14;  wor^p, 
10*30  a.m;  luiKh  at  noo^  after¬ 
noon  singing  with  Heritage,  1 
p.m.;  Marty  mowning,  speal^g; 
Bill  Dowdy,  pastor. 

Westwood,  Meridian:  Sept 
14-17;  Simday,  10*30  a.m.  ana  5 
p.m;  Mon.-\\W.,  7  pjn.;  Mike 
Everett,  ADM  for  Newton  and 


Scott,  pread 
ship  leader; 


Jeff  Fields,  wor- 
ie  Davis,  pastor; 


Benton  Churdi,  Benton,  has 
called  Charles  James  Moore  as 
peistor.  Moore  naduated  from 
Mississippi  College  and 
NOBTS.  He  served  as  pastor  of 
Gmtilly  Church,  New  Orleans, 
La.,  prior  to  coming  to  Benton. 

Dale  Funderburg  has  been 
called  as  pastor  of  First 
Church,  West  Point.  Charles 
Dampeer  completed  a  two 
year  interim  pastorate. 


New  Hope,  Gul^rt  Sept. 
28-Oct.  3;  Sur^y,  10*30  and  6 
p.m.;  ni^dy,  7  p.m.;  Tommy 
^tdiell.  Gulf  Coast 
Association,  preachir^  Becky 
Collins,  music;  Durwood 
Broughton,  pastor;  for  more 
information,  call  (2M)  832-1975. 

Ramah,  McCall  Creek:  Sept. 
14-17;  Sunday,  11  a.m.;  7  p.m. 
nightly;  Wiley  Reid,  preaching; 
Jamall  Badry,  Coloraao 
flings,  Colo.,  music;  Gordan 
Coker,  pastor. 

Simpson  CounW  Youth 
Revival:  Sept.  14-17  at  First, 
Mendenhall;  Sunday,  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Adam 
Robinson,  evangelist;  Jason 
Elam,  music. 


Dale  Young,  Pascagoula, 
was  called  as  assistant  youth 
director  at  Wade  Church, 
Moss  Point,  on  August  4.  He 
attends  Southeastern  Baptist 
College,  Laurel.  Young  has 
worked  with  youth  at 
Michael  Memorial  Church, 
Gulfport,  and  Parkway 
Church,  Moss  Point.  Philip 
Price  is  minister  of  youth  and 
education. 


OeCANIST,  CASneWOOOS  Baptist 
Church.  Send  a  letter  of  inlerest  or  resume  to 
175  Stonecasde  Drive,  Brandon,  MS  39047, 
via  email  or  tax.  Fax  number  (601)  992- 
2623.  For  information  call  (601)  992-9977. 


currently  seeking  a  part-time  minisur  of 
youth.  If  you  feel  Cod  leading  you  in  the 
direction  of  youth  minislry  arrd  wxild  like  a 
great  opportunity  to  work  with  a  growing 
church,  please  s^  your  resume  to:  MMBC 
minisler  of  youth  commitlee,  P.O.  Bok  220, 
MoseUe,  MS  39459  or  call  (601)  582-9428. 


BAPTIST  ASSOCUnON  IN 
DeSoto  and  Tale  counties  is  now  taking  appli¬ 
cations  and  resumes  for  Assordation  Missim 
Director.  Send  all  information,  including 
accunte  references  to  Mr.  Dan  Freeman, 
2604  Lavem  Road,  Nesbrt,  MS  38651 . 
flhiTkAL  ftA^tsTCHUfteii  IN 
Meridian  is  looking  for  an  organist. 
Interested  persorrs  should  contact  Dr. 
Chisholm  by  phone  at  (601 )  693-4288  or 
entail  danny^cbcmdn.org. 

FOU  tlMt  KdNttTU  «  SIOlMNiS 
position.  Send  resurrtes  to  minister  of  stu- 
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dents  search  committee,  Grace 
Memorial  Baptist  Church,  2412  23rd 
Avenue,  Gulfport  MS  39501 . 
PART-TIME  YOUTH/CHILDREN'S 
Minister.  Send  resume  to  Antioch 
Baptist  Church,  2350  Hwy  43  S., 
Brandon,  MS  39^)42.  Attn:  youth  min¬ 
ister  search  committee. 


Hattiesburg,  Miss.,  is  searching  for  a 
pastor.  Please  send  resume  to  Mr. 
Lavon  Williamson,  1282  Eatonville 
Rd,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39401 . 


is 

looking  fex  a  part-time  associate  minister  to 
help  meet  the  needs  of  this  caring  church 
with  outreach  programs  arxl  hornebourxl 
ministiy.  For  more  information,  contact  Dr. 
Greg  Wolfe,  pastor,  P.O.  Box  13675, 
MS  39236.  Phone  (601 )  368-2983. 

HURCH,  SHAN 
NON,  is  currently  accepting  resumes 
for  the  position  of  full-time  pastor. 
Please  send  resumes  to  First  Baptist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  21,  Shannon,  MS 
38868,  attn:  Danny  Simmons. 


Zeno 
Mitchell 
Wells,  89,  of 
Gautier 
passed  away 
at  his  home 
August 
29. 

Wells 
graduated 
from  Clarke 
College,  Mississppi  College, 
and  New  Orleans  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary.  He 
preached  for  over  51  years  pas- 
toring  several  churches  in 
Alabama,  Louisiana,  and 
Mississippi.  Wells  served  as 
Director  of  Missions  for  the 
Jackson  Coimty  Bwtist 
Association  from  1968-1979.  He 
was  instrumental  in  develop¬ 
ing  a  weekly  radio  bible  study 
over  WPhfr,  sponsored  by 
Burnham  E>rugs,  Moss  Point. 
Wells  also  served  as  interim 
director  of  missions  for  the 


Gulf  Coast  Association  and 
interim  pastor  for  many  Gulf 
Coast  churches. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife  of 
63  years,  Thelma  Steward 
Wells;  two  daughters,  Thelma 
Patricia  Herring  and  Sandra 
Mitchell  Bolton;  three  sons, 
Zeno  Randall  Wells,  Casey 
Wayne  Wells,  David  Jerome 
Wells;  two  sisters,  Vera 
Gatewood  and  Cleota 
Albritton;  two  brothers, 
Herman  Douglas  Wells  and 
Glen  Wells;  sue  grandchildren; 
and  four  great  grandchildren. 

The  visitation  and  funeral 
was  held  September  2  at  First 
Church,  Gautier,  with  intermf- 
following  in  the  Pinecrest 
Cemetery. 

Arrangements  were  made 
by  Hoider-Wells  Ftmeral 
Home,  Moss  Point.  In  lieu  of 
flowers,  the  family  requests 
donations  to  the  Jackson 
County  Association. 


MISSISSIPPI 


MISSISSIPPI 


BAPTISTS  BAPTISTS 


FINALLY  AFFORDABLE  HEALTH 

Insurance  for  the  self  employed.  Call 
(662)  568-3482.  ‘Underwritten  by 
MEGA  Life  &  Health  Insurance 

Company.  M/COMB0008.  _ 

LEARN  CHALK  ART  MINISTRY  BY 
video.  For  more  information  write: 
P.O.  Box  1206,  Fairfield,  TX  75840. 

Email  larsinDpflash.com. _ 

SEBREN'S  SIDING,  JACKSON,  MISS. 
Christian  owned  home  improvements, 
vinyl  siding,  windows,  metal  roofs, 
patio  covers,  screeiVglass  rooms.  (601 ) 
992-2092  or  (800)  453-2994.  Don  & 

Rita  Sebren,  owrters. _ 

LEESVILLE  -  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH: 
Full-time  youth  and  recreation  minister. 
Send  resumes  with  photo  to:  Mouth  Pastor 
Search  Committee,  First  Baptist  Church 
of  Leesville,  P.O.  Box  1568, 1400  Nolan 
Trace,  Leesville,  LA  71446;  or  email 

(facleesvillegwixinline.net. _ 

AMBOCA'S  FASTEST  CROWING  Christian 
long  distance  company.  4.9^inule,  no 


monthly  fees.  No  codes  or  restrictions,  6 
second  billing.  250,0(X)  happy  customers. 
Toll-free  (866)  587-8346  or  www.ooverrant- 


HOPPER  GLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 

church  windows,  reworking  and  repair. 


CHURCH  PEW  UPHOISTBIY,  free  esti¬ 
mates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman,  Miss., 
phone  (601)  776-6617. _ 

ATTENTION  PASTORS,  STAFF,  EVENT 


coordinators.  Celebrate  The  Family, 
worship  and  conferences  featuring 
singer,  speaker,  musical  ventriloquist, 
Lee  Pitts  Spoorrer.  Banquets,  confer¬ 
ences,  and  retreats.  For  free  video  call 

(251)  660-7628. _ 

WANTH):  FUU-T1ME  ASSOCIATE  pas¬ 
tor  of  music  and  youth.  All  interested 
send  resumes  to:  Feliciana  Baptist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  428,  Clinton,  LA 
70722.  Or  call  the  church  office  at  (225) 
683-3066,  or  call  pastor  Tony  Harxi  at 

(225)  938-4592.  _ _ 

CHRIST-CENTERED  CHILDREN'S 
home  with  Presbyterian  heritage  in 
NE  Mississippi  providing  long-term 
care  for  sibling  groups  seeks  couples 
to  serve  as  houseparents. 
Commitment  to  Christ  and  to  chil¬ 
dren  essential.  Liberal  benefit  pack¬ 
age.  Contact  Dr.  Bob  Schwanebeck 
at  Palmer  Home  for  Children.  (662) 
328-5704,  extension  113  or 
bschwanebeckOpalmerhorrie.o 


FIRST  BAPTIST,  MAYFIELD,  KEN 

TUCKY,  is  seeking  full-time  wor¬ 
ship/music  minister.  Average  atten¬ 
dance  500+.  Blended  worship  style 
with  Praise  team.  Position  will  give 
leadership  to  graded  music  program. 
65  member  praise  choir  team,  and 
worship  team,  worship  planning. 
Send  resume  to  Bob  Swift,  pastor. 
First  Baptist  Church,  118  W.  South 
Street,  Mayfield,  KY  42066. 


-September  11, 2(X)3 


WHAT'S  WRONG?  that  by  and  large  the  founders  when  hearing  the  case.  We  might  plant  a  seed  in  Britney's 

of  this  nation  were  Christians  have  just  as  much  right  to  young  life  that  would  blossom 
Editor:  and  were  devout  in  their  have  these  displays  as  they  and  touch  millions? 

You  recently  ran  in  your  beliefs.  Everything  done  or  have  a  right  to  meir  displays.  Stepping  Stones  SS  class 
paper  that  Addie  M.  written  by  this  oody  was  Rebecca  Leigh  Fortune  First  Church,  Lucedale 

Hculoway  had  52  years  of  per-  done  in  reverent  prayer  and  Pelahatchie 

feet  attendance  in  Sunday  given  over  to  the  power  of 

School  at  Valley  Park  Church.  God.  WRITE  REPS,  SENATORS 

What's  the  matter  with  her?  I  think  that  Martin  did  a  PUBLIC  WITNESS 

Could  it  be  nothing  at  all?  wonderful  job  of  being  fair  Editor: 

Doesn't  she  ever  have  com-  and  forthright  in  his  opin-  Editor:  I  read  an  article  in  The 

pany  drop  in  on  Sunday  to  ions.  He  showed  very  well  I  was  very  pleased  with  Baptist  Record  on  July  10, 

keep  her  away  from  church?  that  Christianity  was  the  dri-  your  editorial  concerning  our  wntten  by  Jimmy  Porter  and 
Doesn't  she  ever  have  a  sick  vine  force  in  the  creation  of  Christian  witness  in  public  entitled.  Is  Gay  Marriage 
headache,  cold,  nervous  spell,  the  United  States  and  that  all  schoob  (August  14  issue).  I  Next?  He  said  we  all  needed 
or  tired  run  down  feeling  on  were  welcomed  here  with  the  am  the  prmcipal  at  J.  Z.  to  write  our  representatives 
Simday  morning?  Doesn't  she  complete  freedom  to  believe  George  High  School  in  and  senators.  I  did  write  to  all 

ever  take  off  on  the  weekend  as  they  wanted.  If  we're  not  Carrel  Coimty.  I  am  also  the  in  Mississippi  and 

to  see  someone?  careful,  we  will  allow  our-  pastor  of  Liberty  Church  in  Washington,  D.C.,  but  I  had 

Doesn't  she  ever  sleep  late  selves  to  become  a  state-man-  jefferson.  I  have  been  in  the  to  call  mem  for  addresses, 

on  Sunday  morning?  Doesn't  dated  religion  of  mystic  reli-  public  school  business  for  I  wish  you  would  run  the 

it  ever  rain  or  snow  on  giosity.  will  be  force-fed  twenty-six  years  and  have  article  agam.  I  urge  you  to  list 
Simday  morning?  Doesn't  she  tne  idea  that  we  all  are  to  been  preachmg  the  Word  of  our  senators'  ana  representa- 
ever  have  her  feelings  hurt  by  merge  our  thoughts  of  reli-  God  for  thirty-three.  I  have  tives'  names  and  addresses 
someone  in  the  church?  gion  and  God  so  that  all  are  never  had  any  problems  with  this  article.  Like  Porter 

Doesn't  she  ever  think  that  made  to  feel  good  and  be  able  because  of  my  faith  in  Jesus  said,  we  may  not  see  it  in  our 
she  knows  the  Bible  and  all  to  do  as  they  will  without  Christ.  lifetime  but  what  about  our 

there  is  to  know?  Doesn't  she  having  feelings  of  guilt  or  The  law  requires  that  the  children?  We  set  the  example 

think  that  the  music  b  too  anguisn.  Pledge  of  Allegiance  be  recit-  for  our  children  and  use 

loud?  Doesn't  she  just  want  to  The  one  truth  that  must  be  ed  each  morning  in  every  God's  Holy  Word  to  do  that, 

stay  at  home  and  listen  to  the  understood  by  all  is  that  we  school  in  Mbsissippi.  "Under  Lisa  Parr 

radio  or  television?  Doesn't  are  to  be  guided  by  the  laws  God"  is  always  included.  We  New  Albany 

she  just  want  the  younger  of  the  one  true  God  and  must  still  open  football  games  with 

generation  do  all  the  teachmg  follow  His  commandments,  prayer.  I  have  cried  with  my  Editor's  note:  While  space 
and  serving  God  through  the  By  turning  our  back  on  Him,  kids,  laughed  with  my  kids,  limitations  prevent  the  repub- 
church?  He  will  ultimately  turn  His  led  my  kids  to  the  Lord,  bap-  lishing  of  Porter’s  article,  the 

There  is  nothing  wrong  back  on  us.  tized  my  kids,  married  my  addresses,  telephone  numbers, 

with  Addie  Holloway.  She  Vernon  "Butch"  Vaughn  kids,  and  buried  my  kids.  I  and  addresses  of 

realizes  that  you  don't  get  too  Georgetown  have  never  been  questioned  Mississippi's  U.S.  representa- 

old  to  go  to  church.  We  could  by  anyone.  Should  I  lose  my  tives  and  senators  are  as  follows: 

all  learn  a  lot  from  her  dedi-  job  because  of  my  faith,  so 

cation  to  the  Lord  and  to  her  COMPLAINT  ABSURD  what!  God  b  just  telling  me  Senator  Thad  Cochran 

church.  he  has  another  job  for  me  U.S.  Senate 

David  Hulsey  Editor:  somewhere  else.  326  Russell  Office  Building 

Hattiesburg  I  am  a  29-year-old  .  God  led  me  to  J.  Z.  George  Washington,  DC  20510 

Christian,  and  I  am  saddened  and  God  can  lead  me  away,  (202)  224-5054 

and  appalled  by  what  is  hap-  but  I  will  never  deny  my  God.  senator@cochran.senate.gov 
MISSING  INFO  pening  in  Montgomery,  I  was  in  Florida  one  year 

Alabama.  looking  for  employment.  The  Senator  Trent  Lott 

Editor:  I  believe  in  the  pastor  of  a  church  which  U.S.  Seriate 

I  am  a  member  of  First  Constitution,  but  I  feel  that  sponsored  a  Christian  school  487  Russell  Office  Building 

Church,  Greenwood,  and  the  plaintiffs  complaint  that  asked,  "How  can  you  be  a  Washington,  DC  20510 

wanted  to  inform  The  Baptist  the  Ten  Commandments  Christian  and  teach  in  a  pub-  (202)  224-6253 

Record  of  some  missing  infor-  monument  is  a  violation  of  lie  school?"  I  answered.  The  senatorlott@lott.senate.gov 
mation.  The  "unidentified  their  First  Amendment  rights  problem  is  we  do  not  have 

volunteer"  in  the  photo  taken  is  absurd.  So  many  people  enough  Christian  teachers  in  Rep.  Roger  Wicker 

at  the  Sunflower  literacy  mis-  seem  to  hide  behind  that  public  schoob."  U.S.  House  of  Representatives 

sions  event  (Literacy  argument  when  they  don't  Too  many  of  us  are  using  206  Cannon  House 

Missions  Tliriving  in  want  to  acknowledge  God's  the  excuse  of  separation  or  Office  Building 

Mississippi,  in  the  Margaret  laws  for  Hb  children.  They  church  and  state  to  deny  our  Washington,  DC  20515 

Lackey  State  Mission  Offering  think  if  they  can  get  these  witness.  (202)225-4306 

Special  Edition,  August  28)  is  laws  hidden  away  from  pub-  Paul  Miller  roger.wicker@mail.house.gov 

Nancy  McDaniel,  abo  a  long-  lie  view  that  these  laws  will  Carrollton 

time  member  and  Sunday  cease  to  exist.  ^^^^ff^^ompson 

school  teacher  at  First  I  am  ashamed  of  the  U.S.  House  of  Representatives 

Church,  Greenwood.  She  is  a  Alabama  Supreme  Court  for  BOLD  STAND  2432  Rayburn  House 

retired  Greenwood  Public  playing  their  part  in  this  fias- 

Schoob  teacher.  Abo,  seated  cp.  My  family  is  originally  Editor:  „  .  , 

to  her  right  in  the  photo  is  her  from  the  state  of  Alabama.  I  We  are  a  Sunday  School  (202)  225-5876 

husband  Dorsey,  a  volunteer  thank  God  we  don't  live  there  class  of  Christian  women  who  ms2nd@hr.house.gov 

for  the  missions  work.  right  now,  but  if  we  did  we  were  both  inspired  and  ■  n  -  t 

Jeanie  Aden  would  support  Chief  Justice  encouraged  by  the  bold  stand  Rep.  Chip  Pickering 

Greenwood  Roy  Moore.  I  hope  the  U.S.  you  took  in  your  recent  editor-  U.S.  House  of  Representatives 

Supreme  Court  will  not  try  to  lal  addressed  to  Britney  Spears  427  Cannon  House 

dodge  this  issue  as  they  have  (A  generation  in  need  of  role  Office  Building 

HIT  THE  NAIL  in  the  past.  I  hope  they  can  models,  July  17).  Your  courage  Washington,  DC  10515 

see  through  the  transparency  to  speak  out  in  such  a  way  b  (202)  225-5031 

Editor:  of  these  complaints.  most  admirable  yet,  unfortu-  www.house.gov/writerepl 

Tony  Martin  sure  hit  the  It  does  my  heart  good  to  nately,  in  short  supply  today.  „  t-  i 

nail  on  the  head  with  his  see  Moore  stand  up  for  his  We  appreciate  and  support  Rep.  Gene  Taylor 

commentary  of  August  21  in  convictions.  I  pray  that  God  your  effort  on  tehalf  of  your  U.S.  House  of  Representatives 

The  Baptist  Record,  regarding  will  give  him  the  strength  to  daughter  as  well  as  countless  2311  Ray^rn  House 

the  Ten  Commandments  see  this  situation  through.  I  other  young  impressionable  Office  Building 

monument  in  Alabama.  I  hope  other  Christians  will  girls,  and  we  strongly  encour-  Washington  DC  20515 
have  yet  to  read  such  a  con-  band  together  and  pray  for  age  you,  if  you  have  not  (202)  225-5772 

cise,  well  thought  out  opinion  this  man  and  about  this  injus-  already  done  so,  to  send  your  www.house.gov/writerep/ 

on  any  subject:  tice  to  our  rights.  Our  consti-  message  directly  to  Bntney.  , 

The  Ten  Commandments  tutional  rights  are  just  as  Perhaps  you  could  even  For  specific  information  on 
are  and  always  have  been  the  important  as  anyone  else's.  I  inclucfe  an  appropriate  vei^  Misstssipvi  legislators,  contact 
basis  of  law  written  in  this  wish  the  Supreme  Court  of  Scripture  as  Je  Lord  leads.  the  legisla  ive  swiM^^^ 
countrv  The  reason  for  this  is  would  keep  that  in  mind  Who  knows  but  that  you  Jackson  at  (601)  359-3770. 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be 
printed.  No  multi-copy  or  form 
letters  will  be  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
hr  verification.  In  special 
instances,  name  may  be  withheld 
at  writer's  request  and  editor's  dis¬ 
cretion. 


Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the 
editor  do  not  necessarily  reflect 
the  views  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board. 


No  more  than  one  letter  from 
any  individual  will  be  printed 
during  a  three-month  period. 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 
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Praqical  Principles 


I  ,  ■  ■  ■  ,  i  I 


Miracle  or  Mess? 

Jimmy  Porter 

You  have  seen  him,  sitting  2done,  s^- 
ing  into  nothing,  dir^,  unshaven,  wearing 
mon^-old  wnnkled  clott>es.  Stop,  sit 
down,  and  hear  his  story!  He 
once  was  a  happily  married  man 
wi*  two  chiloren  and  a  very 
profitable  job  witti  a  generous 
pension.  Money  had  been 
stashed  away  for  kids'  college 
education,  and  foe  mortgage  was 
almost  paid,  until . . . 

Yes,  life  was  promising 
until  he  started  visiting  the 
local  casinos  for  an  occasional  Porter 
meal  and  the  thrill  of  putting 
a  few  loose  quarters  in  the  slots;  until 
he  borrowea  against  his  home  to  pay 
his  gambling  losses;  until  he  depleted 
his  pension  fund  and  his  children's 
education  fund;  until  the  bank  took 
his  home  and  his  family  left  him;  and 
until  he  lost  his  job  and  his  health. 
Now  he  sits  and  stares  into  a  bleak 
future  that  once  held  great  promise. 

Our  friend  is  one  of  foe  casualties  of 
foe  gaming  industry,  an  indust^  foat  has 
been  heralded  as  foe  "Nussissippi 
Miracle."  It  truly  is  a  miracle  when  you 
can  strip  a  man  of  his  fomily,  his  job, 
his  home,  his  dignity,  his 
health,  and  his 
s  e  1  r 
worth 
and  then 
convince 
legislators 
and  foe 
public  that  it 
IS  his  fault 
and  that  the 
gaming 
mdustry  is  a 
family  rriendly 
enterprise. 

The 

truth  is  cold  and 
callous 
Gambling  is  not 
about  people  and 

foeir  worm  but  rather  about  their  mor\ey 
and  how  foe  industry  can  get  it.  Mayor 
Willie  Herenton  of  Memphis,  Tennessee, 
is  seeking  re-election  ana  recently  stated 
his  views  on  casino  gambling.  He  said, 
'It's  not  a  moral  issue  wifo  me  about 
gaming,  it's  an  eomomic  revenue  issue" 
Commercial  Appeal,  8/21/03).  Mayor 
Herenton  emphatically  states  a  thought 
process  that  has  been  embraced  by  those 
who  support  and  regulate  foe  gambling 
industry,  even  here  in  our  state. 


The  Mississippi  casino  industry  has 
embarked  on  a  marketing  campaign 
wifo  a  goal  of  educating  the  public  as  to 
how  they  are  helping  us  make  foe  tran¬ 
sition  from  rags  to  riches. 

TTieir  ads  state  foat  they 
are  helping  build  a  better 
Mississippi  with 
40,000  joDs  with 
payrolls  over  one 
Dillion. 

Recently  the 
Federal  Reserve 
Bank  of  St.  Louis 
reported  that  the 
economic  bene¬ 
fits  of  casinos 
gr  are  a  fallacy. 

They  studied 
three  areas:  employ- 


Commission,  September,  2003) 

A  man  once  said,  "If  you  tell  a  lie 
big  enough  and  long  enough  and  loud 
enough,  people  will  accept  it  as  the 


three  areas:  employ¬ 
ment,  tax  revenue,  and 
retail  sales.  They  con¬ 
cluded  that  people  who 
have  jobs  often  quit  to 
work  for  a  casino,  so  there  is  only  a 
shifting  of  employment  rather  than  sm 
increase.  Tax  revenue  designated  to 
special  projects  is  often  offset  by 
reductions  nom  other  sources, 
so  there  is  little  net 
increase. 


1 


Also,  casi 


nos  do  not  create 


increased  retail  sales  since 
money  that  would  go  for  other  goods 
is  ^ent  on  gambling. 

Ur.  John  Kindt,  a  professor  of  com¬ 
merce  and  law  at  tne  University  of 
Illinois,  says  that  "gambling  should  be 
recriminalized  because  it  is  a  catalyst 
for  economic  downturn."  Dr.  Kindt 
suggests  a  ban  on  gambling  would 
free  up  dollars  for  consumer  spending 
that  would  boost  the  economy.  He 
holds  to  the  theory  that  every  one  dol¬ 
lar  collected  in  taxes  costs  taxpayers 
at  least  three  dollars  ("The  Facts,"  The 
Ethics  and  Religious  Liberty 


truth."  In  Mississippi  we  are  danger¬ 
ously  close  to  believing  everything 
the  gambling  advocates  tell  us. 
Mississippians  need  to  hear  again  that 
the  casino  industry  did  not  come  to 
Mississippi  because  someone  felt 
sorry  for  us  and  wanted  to  help  us 
economically.  They  found  an  easy 
prey  and  have 
taken  more 
from  us  than 
they  have 
ever  given 
to  us.  You 
cannot 
place  a 
dollar 
value  on 
broken 
homes, 
lost 
jobs, 
and 
ruined  lives. 

There  are 
5.5  million 
patholoeical 
and  problem 
gamblers  in 
tnis  country 
today  with  an 
additional  15 
million  who 
are  consid¬ 
ered  at  risk. 

Government 
may  not  care 
as  much  about 
these  individuals  as  they  should,  but 
God  does.  And  if  He  cares,  then  we  as 
God's  people  must  continue  to  voice 


our  opposition  to  an  industry  that 
preys  on  the  compulsive  behavior  of 
its  patrons. 

Be  assured  that  casino  dollars  will 
—  be  backing  those  seeking 
public  office  who  are 
sympathetic  to  gam¬ 
bling.  They  will  have  a 
keen  interest  in  who 
becomes  "Speaker  of  the 
House"  and  those  who 
will  lead  the  various 
committees.  They  do 
and  will  continue  to 
lobby  long  and  hard.  It 
is  frightening  to  know 
how  influential  this 
group  can  be  in  state 
government. 

Proverbs  16:8  says, 
"Better  is  a  little  with 
righteousness  than  rev¬ 
enue  without  justice" 
(NKJV).  How  we,  even 
governments,  accumulate  wealth  is  a 
concern  to  God,  especially  when  these 
activities  take  advantage  of  others. 
The  offenders  and  their  supporters 
will  not  go  unnoticed  by  him.  Even 
though  Adam  and  Eve  were  banished 
from  the  Garden  of  Eden  (Genesis 
3:23)  for  disobeying  God/  the  tempter 

who  presented 
them  with  the 
temptation 
did  not  escape 
His  wrath 
either.  One 
might  say  that 
it  was  not  the 
tempter's  fault 
but  the  ill- 
advised  choice 
of  the  first 
couple,  God 
saw  it  differ¬ 
ently. 

Some  would 
say  our  friend 
on  the  side¬ 
walk  has  no 
one  to  blame 
but  himself. 
We  can  all  walk 
by  him,  feel 
sorry  for  him, 
and  ignore 
him.  We  are 
our  brother's 
keeper,  and  we 
must  continue 
to  battle  the 
expansion  of  gambling  in  our  state.  It  is 
not  a  Mississippi  Miracle  but  a 
"Mississippi  Mess. 


M4V 


Family  Bible  Study 

"Kingdom  Attitudes" 

Matthew  6:1-8, 12, 14-18 
By  Ion  Daniels 


Spu  ^  I  reward  from  [their]  encouraged  prayer  time  in  an  panting  foimveness  is  a  "no- 

*  I  Father  in  heaven"  (v.  1).  intimate,  heartfelt  communion  Drainer.  He  has  forgiven  us.  The 
Our  giving  needs  to  be  with  God.  During  this  time  of  Greek  word  for  "forgive"  means 
^  done  in  a  ouiet  manner,  fellowship,  we  should  avoid  literally  "to  hurl  away."  When  we 
in  an  attitu^  of  worship  babbling,  "meaningless  repeti-  realize  that  God  has  "hurled”  our 
aivl  gratitude  to  God  for  tion"  (NAS).  The  Greek  word  sins  away,  we  will  be  moved  to 
.  I  His  biasings.  One  writer  here  refers  to  idle,  thoughtless  forgive  otfiers. 

uanieis  said,  "Giving  is  a  personal  chatter.  One  commentator  noted, 

’  from  act  of  worship,  not  a  public  "Thoughtless  prayer  is  almost  as  Fast  Secretly  -  6:16-18. 

In  last  demonstration  for  personal  offensive  to  Goid  as  heartless  In  our  world  of  "all  you  can 
;  said,  acclaim"  (Cedi  A.  Ray,  study  note  prayer."  Qohn  MacArthur,  eat  buffets,"  fasting  is  not  a  dis- 
before  in  Disdple's  Study  Bible).  God  Mattiiew  1-7,  pg.  369).  This  does  dpline  that  is  easily  or  regular- 
e  your  sees  our  heart.  He  knows  our  not  mean  ttiat  we  ^lould  not  ly  practiced.  Yet  Jesus  seems  to 
lory  to  motives.  He  rewards  our  faith-  bring  repeated  sincere  requests  say  that  it  should  be  a  part  of 
5:16).  fulness  and  humility.  before  Gcxl.  It  does  mean  that  our  lives,  though  we  are  not 

mindless,  thoughtless  incanta-  commanded  to  do  it. 

Pray  Intimately  -  6:5-8.  tions  amd  formiuas  are  unneces-  "Whenever  you  fast"  indicates 

lar  ten-  Chice  again,  Jesus  exhorts  His  sary  and  unspiritual.  that  fasting  is  normal  and 

ra  OTi  a  listeners  not  to  make  a  show  out  acc^table  in  the  Christian  life, 

ng  the  of  another  spiritual  disdpline.  Forgive  Genuinely  -  6:12, 14-15.  "(^uine  fasting  is  simply  a 
thing."  prayer.  He  warned  them  not  to  Corrie  Ten  Boom  once  said,  part  of  concentrate,  intense 
)mes  to  pray  like  the  "hypocrites"  (v.  5)  or  "If  we  forgive  others,  our  hearts  prayer  and  concern  for  ffie  Lord, 
in  our  like  "idolaters"  (v.  7).  The  hypo-  are  made  fit  to  receive  forgive-  His  will,  and  His  work" 
critical  motive  would  be  to  pray  ness."  Jesus  made  it  clear  that  (NfacArthur,  pg.  405).  Don't  do  it 
words  to  be  seen  by  men,  in  places  such  genuine  forgiveness  must  be  to  impress  anyone.  EX)  it  secretly 
3w  out  as  the  street  comers  and  syna-  shown  to  others  if  we  expect  to  and  sincerely,  trusting  that  God 
V.  1-2).  gogues.  This  is  similar  to  that  receive  forgiveness.  sees  £md  knows  your  heart. 


forgiving,  and  fastin] 
should  be  Integra 


model  to  God's  people  in  ing.  Paul  considered  it  a  privi- 
every  age  and  every  place.  lege  to  suffer  for  Christ.  While 
Seek  others'  best  (w  21-26).  we  do  not  naturally  consider 
Paul  wanted  to  encourage  the  suffering  a  privilege,  when  we 
»ians  and  was  deter-  suffer  for  representing  Christ, 

our  example  will  have  an  effect 
on  others.  Suffering  is  apart  of 
the  human  experience  otUving 
in  a  broken  world.  We  cem 
expect  to  suffer  as  part  of  living 
a  life  of  faith.  We  should  view 
as  a  way  of  participat¬ 
ing  in  Christ's  glory. 
Throughout  his  life,  Paul  suf¬ 
fered  for  spreading  the  good 
news.  The  Philippians  were 
encouraged  by  Paul  and  how 
he  stood  firm  in  his  faith 
despite  the  hardships  he  faced. 
Likewise,  we  are  encouraged 
when  we  see  other  believers 
stand  firm  in  the  gospel  despite 
le  the  struggles  they  face, 
o  Paul^ows  us  how  to  live 
y  successful  Christian  lives.  We 
I,*  can  become  mature  being  so 
identified  with  Christ  that  His 
attitude  of  humility  and  sacri¬ 
fice  rules  us.  Christ  is  both  our 
We  source  of  power  and  our  guide. 


faithful  to  Christ. 

Prayer  imites  us  with 
others  in  the  Body  and 
united  prayer  is  a 
mighty  we^on  that  Philipp: 

the  Body  of  Oirist  is  to  mined  to  do  what  was  best  for 

use.  Christian  people  them.  Christians  encourage 
must  pray  for  others,  one  another  when  they  act  on 
"To  pray  for  others  rep-  the  interests  of  others  and  not 
resents  the  highest  their  own  selfish  interests.  Paul 

form  of  Christian  ser-  had  a  purpose  for  living  when 
vice.  People  must  pray  he  served  the  Philippians  and  suffering 
»e<mle  must  be  prayed  when  he  served  others.  Those 
E.B.  Bounds  says  that  who  affect  us  the  most  watch 
ig  is  a  real  business,  not  out  for  themselves  the  least, 
child's  play,  not  a  trivial  mat-  They  notice  our  needs  and 
ter,  but  a  serious  business.  It  reacn  out  to  help,  honestly  con- 
is  a  process  demanding  the  cemed  about  our  welfare, 
time,  thought,  energy,  and  Live  by  tf 
hearts  of  manl^d.  It  is  our  stand  firm  in 
business  to  pray  for  others.  27a-30).  Wean 
Our  praying  concerns  not  selves  in  a  ms 
only  oursleves,  but  all  people  thejgospel.  Pai 
ana  their  greatest  interests,  Philippians  to  1 
even  the  salvation  of  their  the  gospel.  V\ 
souls.  The  work  of  the  Lord,  and  stand  firr 
while  on  the  earth,  as  well  as  we  encourage 
■aged  the  apostle  Paul,  was  to  in  their  efforts  to  serve  God, 
is,  he  develop  people  of  prayer,  to  We  are  to  fight  side  by  side, 
ed  to  whom  the  future  of  the  contending  for  the  faitf 
who  church  would  be  committed,  are  to  maintain  a  common  pur- 
evers  Paul,  because  of  his  praying  pose  to  serve  Christ.  In  the 
more  habits  and  prayer  lessons,  is  a  serving,  there  may  by  suffer- 


By  Laura  Russell  goal  of  every  believer.  Rl 

The  Bible  tells  us  to  g- 
Encouragement:  That  word  "build  each  other  up"  ^ 
leaps  out  of  our  Bible  pages.  It  (Eph.  4:29)  so  the 
is  a  word  that  spealu  to  our  church  must  accept  the 
mission  as  believers  and  it  responsibility  to  help  one 
speaks  very  clearly  and  specifi-  another  grow  in  faith  and  cope 
cally.  C^e  of  Paul's  primary  with  daily  life  and  its  problems, 
reasons  for  writing  this  letter  to  Encouraging  one  another  helps 
the  Philippians  was  to  encour-  us  mature  as  believers  and  face 
age  them  to  walk  in  a  way  wor-  life  with  hope.  We  need  one 
thy  of  the  gospel  of  Christ,  another.  We  need  each  other's 
When  we  walk  out  into  the  strength,  help,  encoiuragement, 
world,  we  walk  into  an  envi-  wisdom,  warnings,  ana  coun- 
ronment  that  automatically  sel.  God  wants  us  to  practice 
tears  us  down.  Christians  are  Ae  art  of  encouraging  othere. 
not  viewed  with  favor  by  our 
culture.  Our  beliefs  are  under 
attack.  We  get  beaten  up  just 
going  about  our  business. 

Therefore,  we  are  called  to 
encourage  one  another,  to  build 
each  other  up,  so  that  we  can 
go  back  out  into  the  world  and 
face  the  challenges  all  over 
again.  This  process  must  be  the 


Russell 


Russell  is  member  of  First 
Church,  McComb. 


Baptist  relief  workers  wait  for  Iraq  sigial 

AMMAN,  Jordan  (BP)  —  Nineteen  S  . 

Souttiem  Baptist  relief  volunteers  are  wait-  the 
ing  in  Anun^  Jordan,  for  die  go-ahead  to  bee 
deploy  to  Badlidad  to  deliver  to  Iraqi  huni-  ers 

lies  some  of  die  46,000  70-poimd  boxes  of  At  the  end  of  August,  those  plans  to 

food  gadiered  by  Southern  ^ptist  diurch-  • 
es  across  die  country  diis  past  spring. 


I  to  various  ports  in  A  Baptist  worker  cooidinatiitt  die  event, 

oxes  were  to  have  trfd  the  Witness  Sept.  3  in  Jord^  that  die 
d  until  relief  work-  volunteers  —  from  Tlorida,  Texas,  Virginia 
to  die  most  needy,  and  Nordi  Carolina— mig^  have  an  oppor- 
a  timity  to  begin  delivering  food  and  suj^lies 
s,  to  the  Iracn  refugees  as  early  as  Sept.  6,  but 


Mid  there  were  new  safety  concerns  team  will  play  continue  to  unfold, 
after  escalating  thre^te  mat  could  The  woncer  also  said  the  food  boxes  sdied- 

make  relief  woncers  "srm  targets."  uled  for  delivery  in  Jordan,  unlike  those  in 
Most  teams  to  travd  to  Ira^  will  include  an  Arabic  translation  of  the 

Iraq  were  forced  to  dday  their  itiner-  Bo^  of  Proverbs.  The  worker  smd  diere  are 
ariesimtil  at  least  mid-September  nhen  fewer  restrictions  in  Jordan  th^  in  die  rest  of 
the  direat  levd  is  to  be  re-examined.  theArab  world,  and  Proverbs  is  a  biblical  text 

In  an  interview  with  die  Florida  that  is  accepted  by  Muslims. 

Bwtist  V^tness  in  Jordan,  one  of  the  The  team  was  scheduled  for  orientation 
relief  workers  said  she  is  convinced  Sept.  4  and  held  a  prayer  vigil  for  die  Iraqi 
God's  hand  has  been  on  the  trip  all  pc^le  Sept.  5  in  a  location  overlooking 
along,  despite  the  last-minute  changes  Iraq.  Because  Friday  is  considered  a  Holy 
and  me  long  plane  ride  to  Jordan.  Day  in  this  mostly  Muslim  covmtry,  relief 
Because  she  affirms  die  sovereign-  work  was  delayed  until  Sept.  6. 
ty  of  God,  "I  don't  have  any  trouble  Meanwhile,  west  of  Jordan  in  Baghdad, 
widi  this,"  she  said.  "My  one  drought  a  Southern  Baptist  chaplain  endorsed  by 
is  to  realize  God's  in  charge  of  all  of  the  North  American  Mission  Board, 
this  and  as  long  as  I  let  Him  order  my  Captain  Scott  Riedel,  told  the  Wimess  in  a 
steps  I  am  where  He  wants  rne  to  be.  satellite  phone  interview  Sept.  2  that  he  is 
I  am  going  to  'Plan  B.'"  appreciative  of  Southern  Bwtists'  efforts  to 

TTiough  she  admitted  to  struggling  provide  food  to  the  needy  Iraqis, 
widi  die  Prbbabilitv  she  woulorvt  be  Assiened  to  the  2nd  Armored  Calvary 


rhe  worker  said  Ifer  love  for  the 
li  pecmle  h^an  when  she  learned 
lie  pl^t  of  die  Kurds  during  the 
t  Pers^  Gulf  war. 

God  just  gave  me  a  love  for  them 


and  are  now  livmg  as  refugees  in  Jordan.  He'll  get  honor  from  that 


"Edgy  dude'  bringing  Gospel  to  young  people 


who  went  on  to  conmlete  two  ask  the  question,  'God,  what  do 
bachelor's  degrees  ana  two  mas-  you  want?"'  Creasman  said, 
ter's  degrees  in  histo^  and  It  is  that  gut  belief  that  has 
divinity  at  Auburn  University  spurred  him  to  confront  some 
and  ^utheastem  Seminary,  hard  issues  about  the  church 
reflectively.  and  Christians  today,  which 

H  want  to  be  one  of  diose  resulted  in  a  book  waiting  to 
guys  where  every  decision  I  be  published  titled.  Letters 
make,  especially  die  bie  ones,  I  from  the  Front  Lines. 


ORLANDO,  Fla.  (BP)  —  Carl  the  challenges  diat  face  the  gen- 
Creasman  is  one  ^gy  dude,  eration  bom  roughly  between 

blond-streakea  spiky  haS,  the  "It's  the  nomad  generation 
38-year-old  doesn't  look  like  die  —  the  unwanted  generation," 
typical  Southern  Baptist  minis-  Creasman  said.  Many  of  them 
ter.  If  you  strike  up  a  conversa-  "end  up  being  the  wild  kids, 
tion  widi  him  and  you'll  quick-  ...Ask  the  'hardcore  Gen  Xers' 
ly  discover  his  passion  for  col-  (age  23-27)  and  diey'U  say  they 
Jege  students,  bihlical  tmth,  and  barely  knew  or  ever^^^H 
bmiging  die  two  togedver.  saw  meir  parents." 

Cmasman,  a  former  student  Creasman  admits 
pastm*  at  First  Churdi  in  Wmter  that  thanks  to  a  rich 
Park,  Fla.,  is  a  national  youdi  spiritual  heritage  his^Hk 
communicator  and  founaer  of  own  family  life  was^^P^ 
Numinous  Ministries  in  much  different. 

Orlando,  Fla.  This  fburdi-genera-  Though  his  faith  wasH||^| 
tion  minister  has  spent  me  last  challenged  growing  up 
four  summers  teachirg  and  min-  as  he  watched  his^^^H 
istering  during  Stuamt  Week  father  and  the  strug-^^^H 
fxmsored  by  DfeWay  Christian  gles  he  experienced  m 
Resources  at  the  Gloneta  confer-  church  ministry,  a 
ence  center  in  New  Mexico.  turning  point  came  for 

His  message  to  students  is  Creasman  when  he^^^H 
straightforward:  If  you  say  you  had  die  opportunity  as 
belike  in  the  Bible,  know  what  a  college  sophomore  to 
it  says.  If  you  know  what  it  says,  hear  ^sh  McDowell 
live  it,  and  never  compromise.  speak  at  Auburn 
"Carl  has  the  pulse  of  University. 
today's  college  student,"  said  He  also  dug  into  die 
Bill  Wade,  cmlcgiate  specialist  works  of  scholars  such^^^f 
for  Life  Way.  "He  understands  as  C.S.  Lewis  and^^^f 
their  heart  and  their  culture.  Dietrich  Bonhoeffer  and 
He'll  meet  anybody  anywhere  found  a  renewed  belief  .  STU 
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RCM  KBCX:  TO  YXRCM 


ASRTGCQ,  PVSQGUO, 


GPTO  BRUO  VWQBX 


RQRGCYX  RCTrXBRX 


TVWS  PRXBOS  REYV 


KBCNB  GY  CC  BORUOC 


ZRT  PVSQGUO  TVW 


TVWS  XSOYARYYOY. 


ZRSD  OEOUOC: 
XKOCXT-PGUO 


Clue:A~P 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge. 
A  King  James  Version  Bible 
verse  has  been  encoded  by  let¬ 
ter  substitution.  The  same  letter 
is  substituted  throughout  the 
puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error. 
Answer  to  last  week's  puzzle: 
Romans  2:12 
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